I Have A Vision

Heb 12:1-2 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. ESV

Prov 29:18 Where there is no prophetic vision the people cast off restraint,  but blessed is he who keeps the law. ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

This morning I preached to you from this text in Proverbs and how “you must have a vision.”  I mentioned the various possible renderings of this verse and I would like to read them to you again beginning with the familiar KJV:

Prov 29:18 Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he. KJV

And then of course as we read in the ESV:

Prov 29:18 Where there is no prophetic vision the people cast off restraint,  but blessed is he who keeps the law. ESV

The ESV notes that “the people cast off restraint” or “the people perish” could also be translated as “the people are discouraged.”  And so I preached it this morning from the side of “prophetic vision” in that people must get a vision of what can be beyond what now is in their life.  That is “prophetic vision,” vision that looks to the future in expectancy of what is to come.  But tonight I would like to preach to you from the other side of the meaning of the word.  “Prophetic vision” can also refer to that which is given by a preacher.  It can also be take to mean as that of a man of God speaking forth what God has declared should be.  And I used Martin Luther King Jr and Jesus, both as examples of men who had a prophetic vision for their respective worlds and by conveying that vision, they brought people together, united in a great force for a great cause, and in that vision, many people discovered a reason to live and a reason for joy.  

The truth is that nothing moves people forward like someone with a prophetic vision.  And where people have not received a prophetic vision of how things should be and could be, people perish, they rebel and cast off restraint, and they are discouraged as our text has said.  The opposite of those things is people living, obeying, and being encouraged.  If we want our church to be one that is alive spiritually and vibrantly, and to be willfully obedient to the Word of God and to be a people of encouragement and happiness, then there must be a clear vision cast, and you must grasp that vision.  

I’m not Martin Luther King Jr, and I’m certainly not Jesus, but I’m here to preach to you that I have a God-given, prophetic vision for this church.  And I’ve come to preach that vision to you.  It’s what drives me.  It’s what directs me.  Because I’m not looking at what we are, but what we should be, and it is to that ideal that I preach.  If there are some of you who are dying spiritually, who are rebellious and deceitful, or who are discouraged.  Either I have failed to accurately convey my vision, or you have not yet bought into it.  Or perhaps you are too caught up with looking around at the way things are rather than the way things should be.  Whatever the case, I aim to wrong the right tonight.  This church will not die, because I have a God-given prophetic vision for this church.  It will not go backwards, because I've a prophetic vision of where it's going.  It’s up to you to grab hold of it.  To get a revelation tonight of where we are going and what we are striving towards.  To realize that you are here – not by accident but by design – and for far more than just to live and die and forget it all.  There is a God who has a definite vision of what should be here in our church, and we must get that vision and not stop until we have seen that vision of what could be become reality!  I’ve come to get you to turn your eyes on what is and rather on a prophetic vision of what should be!  I’ve got a vision for you tonight!  

_______________________________________________________________________

Let me preach to you of my prophetic vision for our local church.  First, 

I have a vision of a modern day Apostolic church.

That our church would be a church that if Peter or Paul or any of the Apostles of the book of Acts were to walk in, that they would instantly be comfortable and “at home” in.  A church that matches perfectly the principles and actions found in the book of Acts.  That is the model church.  The letters and remaining New Testament books were written to churches founded on the model as found in the book of Acts.  That is the church that Jesus Christ died to establish.  That is the church that Jesus Christ wants today.  If anybody had their doctrine right, the original apostles who were trained and led by Jesus had it right.  I don’t care to copy big, mega charismatic churches that are the trend of modern times and that are essentially giant social clubs and self-help groups.  I don’t care to copy traditions dreamed up by reformers in the 17th and 18th centuries.  I’m not too concerned about what some denomination formed in the last few hundred years has to say.  Take me back to the original – to the first church – and let me believe and see and experience and stand upon what they had!  Let us be Apostolic!    

Read the book of Acts and you will find what constitutes an Apostolic church.  First, their doctrine is unique and solid.  They preached that you had to believe that Christ was the Messiah, repent of your sins, be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, and receive the infilling of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in other tongues as the Spirit gave the utterance.  They not only taught that such an experience was for everybody, but they expected everybody to receive it.  And receive it they did: by the hundreds of thousands, people were baptized both in water and in Spirit.  And from this came miracles, signs, and wonders, and the greatest miracle of all:  a great harvest of souls were added daily to the church.  And the focus never became miracles and healings, but always the miracle of salvation.  People were healed along the way and miracles took place when needed, but the focus was always people coming to God and people receiving forgiveness and salvation and being indoctrinated in the Word of God.  

The Apostolic church preached that there was but one God and His name is Jesus.  That in Him dwells all of the fullness of who God is in bodily form.  They did not limit Him to being a man only.  They did no limit Him to being a spiritual being only.  They did not define Him as only a part of who God is.  They taught that He was God in flesh and genuinely God and genuinely man at the same time.  Jesus was their focus above all else.  They were Jesus’ freaks and people called by His name.  They believed and saw healings in that name.  They focused on Jesus and that is still the Apostolic way.  You won’t find such terms as “Trinity” and “God in three persons” until you move three centuries after the book of Acts, well beyond the time of the Bible.  Because such things are not the invention of Jesus or the Bible, or the original church, but are traditions of men formulated much later.  Let this be an Apostolic church, believing in the original doctrine!  They never led someone in a “sinner’s prayer.”  They never asked someone to “accept Christ as their personal savior.”  Those terms are not found in the Bible either.  They commanded people to believe and obey and the steps were clearly outlined by John the Baptist, Jesus, and every Apostolic preacher in the New Testament:  believe and obey.  Believe that Jesus Christ is who He said He is; repent, be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, be filled with the Holy Ghost, and then grow to become a functioning member of the body of Christ.  Live right and die right with God!     

Oh, that this would be an Apostolic church!  That is my vision for this church:  a church with a genuine fear and respect for the things of God.  With true Apostolic doctrine and power.  Where faith in God is such that it is easy for people to receive the Holy Spirit and where there is a constant additions to the church through baptisms.  Where even the lowest or newest member of the church can be used in the things of the Spirit.  Where the Gifts of the Spirit are used and not abused or neglected.  Where the Spirit of God moves freely and services are not some ritualistic notion dreamed up by men and women, but are orderly, yet liberating moves of God’s power upon the lives of men and women.  I have a vision of a church where there are no empty altars and there is no dry spell of baptisms.  Where the preaching and experience is utterly Apostolic and powerful.  Where Jesus is Lord in all and of all!  I have a prophetic vision today!  Is anybody getting the same vision with me?    

I’m preaching to you my prophetic vision for this church, what this church should be:

I have a vision of a church where racism is nonexistent.  

I have too many memories of churches that I have walked into in my past where racism was evident everywhere.  Where a person was welcome or not depended upon the color of his skin or the size of his bank account.  But let’s not get too bogged down on what has been, let me tell you what I see for our church, here, in Castroville!  

I have a vision of a church where people of all races join together in worship and life.  Where race has no bearing on worship or life decisions.   Where people can get over their uneducated, foolish biases – which is what racism always is – and realize that God has made of one blood all men of every nation.  Where partiality is non-existent.  Where every skin tone can pray together, love together, worship together, and get ready to spend an eternity in heaven together.  The Apostolic church of the book of Acts was a multicultural, multi-toned church and I have a vision that this would be such a church!  

Let me get beyond the race card, though.  I have a vision where past history and financial status has no part of how a person is treated in our church.  Where the rich man and the poor man’s opinion is given equal due.  Where there is no special seat or attention paid to the one and not the other.  That was the sin of the early Apostolic church that James corrected in his book:

James 2:1-9 My dear brothers and sisters, how can you claim that you have faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ if you favor some people more than others? 2 For instance, suppose someone comes into your meeting dressed in fancy clothes and expensive jewelry, and another comes in who is poor and dressed in shabby clothes. 3 If you give special attention and a good seat to the rich person, but you say to the poor one, "You can stand over there, or else sit on the floor" — well, 4 doesn't this discrimination show that you are guided by wrong motives? 5 Listen to me, dear brothers and sisters. Hasn't God chosen the poor in this world to be rich in faith? Aren't they the ones who will inherit the Kingdom he promised to those who love him? 6 And yet, you insult the poor man! Isn't it the rich who oppress you and drag you into court? 7 Aren't they the ones who slander Jesus Christ, whose noble name you bear? 8 Yes indeed, it is good when you truly obey our Lord's royal command found in the Scriptures: "Love your neighbor as yourself."  9 But if you pay special attention to the rich, you are committing a sin, for you are guilty of breaking that law. NLTse

It matters not how they are dressed or what they drive, they should be equally welcome here.  And I have a vision of a church where the preaching is the same to all regardless of culture or monetary worth.  The Word of God is true and direct regardless of how much you put in the offering plate.  If you put $10 or $1,000 in the offering, you are valuable to God and a part of His kingdom if you have been born into it.  Let such things never change in our church and I have a vision of such a church being that way until Jesus Christ comes.  Is anybody getting my vision?

I have a vision of a church that will not try to live as close to the world as possible and get by.         

I have seen plenty of times Christians who try to live for God with one foot near the cross and the other lingering in the world.  There are some of you who are trying to do it right now.  Their attitude is, “what is the bare minimum that I have to do to be saved?”  “What is the least committed that I have to be in order to be right with God?”  “How close can I live to the things of this world and still not spiritually die?”  Such people never last and they breed carnality and worldliness in other people.  And eventually they are swallowed up and consumed by the world, just as Korah and his followers were.  

But I have a vision of a church made up of people who have the attitude, “what else can I do to please God?”  “How far can I go in obedience?”  “What greater commitment can I give Him, now?”  I have a vision of a people who live what is preached from the Word of God and not just part of the Word of God, but who follow in every area.  Of a people who allow God’s Word to govern every area of their life.  Of people who are not just Christian at church, but are Christian at work, at school, in their cars, and at the dinner table.  Who are Christian when they are having a moment of personal entertainment.  When they are attacked  When they are having a bad week and when they are having good weeks.  I have a vision of people who are faithful to God not just on Sunday, but on Monday through Saturday.  That this church would be full of people who don’t sing the songs of God at church and then turn on the songs of the world on the way home.  Of people who don’t sing the praises of God inside church and criticize and find fault with their brother and sister outside in the parking lot.  Of people who don’t just devote themselves wholeheartedly to the Spirit’s direction at church and then go home and devote themselves wholeheartedly to their flesh’s direction.  Of a people who don’t come to church and watch God move and then go home and watch all manner of filth on their television and computer screens or in their reading habits.  Of a people who don’t ask God for forgiveness for their shortcomings at church and then go home and harbor unforgiveness towards somebody else.  Of a people who don’t claim to love God and yet hate others.  Of a people who have been genuinely changed and who live differently, act differently, talk differently, dress differently, and respond differently than the world.  I have a vision today!    

And to that, I would add:

I have a vision of a church where Godly fear and love is the driving force and not the personality or influence of a man.

Where people would obey and live right and keep themselves from sin and live holy, not because of a preacher who demanded it of them and coerced through authoritative force a particular response, but because they love the things of God and they fear God’s reaction.  I have a vision of a church that lives right whether or not the preacher is around or not.  That doesn’t have a double standard of how they live:  one if the preacher is watching and another if not.  But of a church that would do right not because somebody influenced them or scared them into it, but because they realized that God sees all and they want to please God so much that it matters little whether or not a particular personality is around.  

As your pastor, I refuse to be a spiritual police in your life, hiding in the bushes to make sure you are doing right.  I will preach truth and I will correct you and confront you if I feel that it is needed – that’s my God-called duty.  It takes God using a man to teach you the truth in the first place, but if it takes a man constantly reminding you every day of what you need to do and hounding you and policing you and staying on you to do right, you’re not saved anyway, even if you were doing them because you are not doing it out of a fear and love of God.  I refuse to demand your respect, you should respect me because of your love for the God who called me and who set me over you as a pastor.  If I have to demand it, it isn’t genuine, anyway.  

Consider this:  if I had to watch my wife every minute every day to make sure that she is faithful to me and always correct her and when I’m not paying attention she always starts to slip off to be unfaithful and do something that is against me and I have to force her and remind her that she needs to talk to me and she needs to hug me – if I have to police her in all of those things – she doesn’t really love me in the first place.  And so perhaps some of you are living for God for the wrong motives.  Some people who claim to live for God really don’t love Him because if they feel as if nobody is watching, they are slipping away to do something wrong or against His Word or against His authority.  If they are not continually corrected and confronted and held to the line, they cannot live for God.  Such people aren’t living for God anyway, they are living for a person or for a front that they are trying to get people to believe that they are right.  If you’ve got to work at making people think that you are right with God, you aren’t.  And if you’ve got to have somebody always hold your feet to the fire to do right, you don’t really love God.  But I’ve got a vision of people who’s obedience springs from a genuine love for the things of God.  Does anybody have the same vision?  Does anybody want it?

I have a vision of a church where people would love praise and worship as much as David did.

We are not told to praise God if we feel like it, we are told to praise Him if we are breathing!  That is still the only prerequisite.  We are not told to praise Him according to our circumstances or according to whether it is Wednesday or Sunday, but according to His excellent greatness, and the last I checked, He is excellent and great all of the time!  You’ve heard this before, but I’ll remind you because it is my vision for this church!  There is a whopping one scripture that says to clap our hands.  There are at least fourteen that command us to dance.  Furthermore, praise magnifies God in your life and minimizes your situations.  Moreover, God inhabits your praises and thus praise is the key to entering into worship, where you are actually in His presence as you glorify Him.  Don’t criticize other’s praise.  Don’t minimize the need for praise.  It’s the outercourt and the outer door.  The goal is worship – to be in His presence – but I can never get there until I enter into His gates with thanksgiving and into His courts with praise!  

And worship – to be in the presence of the one we adore.  To linger there and sit at His feet, much like Mary did.  To learn to tap into the moving of the Spirit of God and to encourage it and to bask in it.  I’ve got a vision of a church that when it is time to praise and worship, we become like David in that the royal robes of our personal identity and rank come off and we are all just adorers in God’s presence.  That when worship starts, our church would just be a bunch of worshippers, from the pastor to the newest member.  And that we would dance oblivious to the critics and we would focus on Him to the neglect of everything else.  That we would worship as David did and thus be a people after God’s own heart as David was.  I have a vision of such a church; let us be that church!  

I have a vision of a church that would govern their tongues and where gossip would cease.

I have a vision of a church that would not only yield their tongues to the Spirit in prayer and worship on Sunday, but Monday through Saturday at home and at work and at the dinner table, also!  Of a church filled with members who would stop shooting at each other with their mouths and stop criticizing and tearing each other down and thus doing the devil’s work for him!  Of a church of people who would be so spiritual that the Spirit could control their tongues while on a mobile phone or a text messaging system – now that’s a spiritual church!  Of a church who would not form cliques and a youth group who would not be a people of “my people versus your people” and “my friends versus your friends” but that we would all put aside our differences and be inclusive in relationship rather than exclusive and unifying rather than divisive.  Where we would not compare one another to each other and we would be more worried at making sure that we were doing right, rather than sticking our nose in and talking about what other people were doing.  That we would bite the tongues of criticism and instead build each other up with our speech.  The Bible says:


Ps 133:1-3 Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!  2 It is like the precious oil on the head, running down on the beard, on the beard of Aaron, running down on the collar of his robes! 3 It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion! For there the LORD has commanded the blessing, life forevermore. ESV  

The anointing oil, represents the moving of the Holy Spirit and the anointing of the Spirit to do a great work among men and through men and women.  The dew of Hermon refers to the particular mountain of Israel that had a very heavy dew that never failed so that even if all of Israel were in drought, Hermon was always green and fruitful.  These are representative of what happens when brothers and sisters dwell in unity.  When people cease stirring up nests of strife.  When people cease inward fighting with each other and stop devouring each other with their mouths.  Your gossip and backstabbing and criticism is not a small matter; it is affecting the anointing and blessings of God on our church.  And it is destroying you.  There will be nobody in heaven with a critical spirit in heaven because someone who sows discord among the brethren is an abomination unto God.  Your evil speaking of others and your exclusiveness and your criticism of other people stinks in the nostrils of God just as much as homosexuality, human sacrifice, and cross dressers.  I have a vision of a church that would allow the Holy Ghost and the Word of God to change their tongue and who would cease having each other for lunch.  I have a vision of a church that glorifies God with their mouth, does anybody have the same vision?  

I’m talking about my prophetic vision for this church.  You’d better get ahold of what I’m trying to share with you, or you aren’t going to make it!  Get the pastor’s vision for this church!         

I have a vision of a church that knows how to pray.

There are some of us who are very poor prayerers because we do so very little of it.  Let’s cut to the quick:  we can have the most excellent praise and worship, preaching, singing, fellowship, classes, Bible Study, and out reaches, but if we do all of these things and do not pray, then we will fail.  Prayer is not optional.  It is not a “if-I-get-around-to-it sort of thing.”  It is a necessary component of revival and spiritual survival!  It’s not, “I’m too busy to pray,” it’s “I’m too busy not to pray!”  

Have you ever known someone that if someone was in a bad situation or dilemma and really needed prayer, they just naturally went to that person?  Because that person without a doubt had a prayer life, it was obvious from their general attitude and response to the things of the Spirit?  Do you know what I’m talking about?  That if you needed to touch heaven, you called on them because you just knew that heaven had heard from the lately and effectively?  Everyone one of us ought to be that sort of person.  We ought to be the person about whom others feel that way.  I’m not talking about going on a campaign to build yourselves up as a super spiritual person.  But I’m talking that if you are living for God, you ought to be known as a person of prayer.  There ought to be a time of every day, where heaven expects you and knows that you will be talking upward. 

It has been said that every ministry failure and moral failure and spiritual failure is really a prayer failure, and I now think that I would agree.  We talk about our situations with anybody who would listen except God who is the only One who could actually do something about it.  Prayer works most often, though, not by changing our situation, but by changing our attitude and our response to the situation and thus changing the situation.  Oh, that we would fall in love with prayer.  That we would be baptized with a love for prayer and a drive for prayer.  That we would pray more than we talked about others.  That we would pray before we began our day.  That we would bombard heaven with holy requests and righteous petitions.  That we would not give up easily in asking God to intervene.  That we would pray with holy hands and pray effectively and fervently.  The Bible says:

James 5:16 Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. NKJV 

I have a vision of a church full of people all of which pray effectively and fervently.  Who pray with passion and who pray for the will of God and who pray always without ceasing.  How you pray matters.  That you pray matters.  Oh, I have a vision of a people of prayer.  Of a people who cannot wait until the preaching is over so that they can talk to God about the Word that has been applied to their lives.  And of a people whose giving and prayers would be like Cornelius’, creating a smokescreen in heaven that the throne of God could not ignore!  I have a vision of a praying church!  

I have a vision of a church that would have servant’s hearts.

My wife and I have tried our best for six years to show you by example.  We’ve tried to roll our sleeves up and dive into the task with you.  And some of you are getting it; some are not.  I have a vision of a church that does more than just come to services and sit on a pew and get a spiritual blessing, but of a church that is willing to work to serve others and to sacrifice time and effort so that others might be blessed.  Of a people who will be faithful in the mundane things of the kingdom of God.  Who will run a vacuum cleaner or a lawn mower without having to be coerced; who will unload bread for the needy or clean up after dinners and fundraisers; who will pitch in and look for opportunities to be used and be available and ready, willing, and able.  Let me ask you a question:  beyond prayer and church attendance and what you do in service time, what have you done the past few weeks to further the cause of Christ and the local church?  If the answer is nothing, then you need a revelation of a servant’s heart.  Jesus Christ, the God of glory, got up from the table and donned a servant’s towel and washed the feet of everyone here.  I sometimes think that doing that once a year is easy, but doing it the rest of the year in practice is hard.  What have you done lately that has not benefited you spiritually but has been effort or time expended for the spiritual benefit of someone else?  I have a vision of a church with a servant’s heart!  

And finally,

I have a vision of a church with a genuine burden for the lost.  

I have a vision of a group of people for who nothing would be more important on a Saturday than reaching out to their community.  That would study a basic Bible study and then pray and fast until God sent them someone to teach.  Of a church that I would not have to bring people to them for them to teach someone truth, but that would get their own converts and their own people and who would not be satisfied until every year there were people sitting in church that were there because of their efforts and their burdens.  I have a vision of a people who would never allow people to pray at the altars or in the pews without praying with them.  Of a people who would not get up after getting their spiritual fix and head out the door, until they found someone else to pray with.  It is a shame that people can be moved by a service and yet we are so focused on ourselves that we cannot pray for them.  But I have a vision of something better, of a place where we are so concerned about others that we often neglect ourselves!  

So many of us are so stagnant and putrid as Christians because we have no outlet.  Let me ask you a question:  “who is in this church, today, because of the direct efforts of you?”  If the answer is “nobody” then you need to question your heart and your motives and your priorities.  The church that Jesus Christ founded was based upon His reason for coming, “to seek and save that which is lost.”  We are the ones commanded to “go.”  If we ever lose sight of winning new people, then we fail to be the true church of Jesus Christ.  His hands and heart and feet were always reaching out to somebody new and winning someone to the kingdom of God.  If we are not doing that, then how can we claim to be the body of Christ?  

The modern-day church has turned to programs to replace what really should be birthed from a desire to win the lost.  The pastor shouldn’t have to assign people to teach Bible Studies and then check up on you to see if you ever got around to it.  We shouldn’t have to assign a follow up team to call our first-time guests and let them know that we appreciated them here.  We shouldn’t have to assign “greeters” to welcome guests and speak to them.  The church should do all of that naturally.  Young people should look around to go out of their way to talk to another youth.  People ought to stop talking to people you know to introduce yourselves to people you don’t know.  You ought to talk long enough that if something clicks or seems to share a similar interests, that you would get their phone number or address and contact them later that week.  What if we got such a burden for the lost?  What if we were not satisfied coming to church with empty seats in our cars?  What if we invited five people to church every day throughout the week and not just when the preacher made us commit to such things, but we made such actions a lifestyle and a habit?  What if we offered to pick some of them up for church and take them home?  Such would take sacrifice and effort and would get you out of your comfort zone, but you’ll die if you stay in your comfort zone too long!  I’m painting you a picture not of how our church is, but of the vision that I have for our church to be!  I have a vision today!  

In our other text the writer of Hebrews conveyed his vision for how they people should live when he said:

Heb 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 

He cast his vision and then in the next verse, he told us how we could accomplish that vision and live up to it:

Heb 12:2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. ESV

That first phrase of the second verse is they key you need to do what has been cast before you today!  "Looking to Jesus!"  That's how we'll grow into the church that I have placed in your spiritual vision tonight.  That's how we can change to be what we should be.  That's how we can live up to the heavenly vision presented to you.  Would to God that we would realize that what has been preached is as powerful and as direct as the light that shone on  Saul/Paul in the book of Acts.  And would to God that we would be able to say as Paul did, "we were not disobedient to the heavenly vision!"  Catch the vision of the prophet today, look to Jesus to help us become it, and let us fulfill it in every way!  I've got a vision for this church – is anybody getting it?

